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MNTTAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICBR  OF  HEALTH  FOR  I960 


Health  Department, 
Albert  Street, 
BEIDG^MTER. 


Tel:  Bridgwater  2689 


August,  1961. 


To: 

The  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

Bridgwater  Rural  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  presenting  to  you  the  Annual  Report 
on  the  health  of  the ' District , and  the  work  of  the  Public  Health 
Department  during  the  year  i960.  The  report  is  set  out  in  the 
manner  of  previous  years,  so  that  comparison  with  former 
reports  can  easily  be  made. 

As  far  as  can  be  judged  from  a study  of  the  vital 
statistics,  the  general  health  of  the  District  v/as  satisfactory 
during  the  year.  The  figures  show  little  variation  from  those 
of  the  previous  year  and  compare  favourably  with  those  for  the 
country  as  a v/hole , 

?/ater  shortage  in  the  Rural  District  was  not  so 
acutely  felt  during  i960,  mainly  because  of  absence  of  prolonged 
periods  of  dry  Tireather  in  the  summer.  Restrictions  vi^ere  placed 
on  the  use  of  hoses  for  watering  gardens  and  car  washing. 
Nevertheless, the  \7ater  supply  position  remains  precarious  in  dry 
weather  and  the  excellent  progress  which  is  being  made  with  the 
HaYdcridge  reservoir  scheme  is  therefore  particularly  welcomed. 

Slum  clearance  and  the  provision  of  satisfactory 
houses  by  the  Council  and  by  private  enterprise  has  proceeded 
most  satisfactorily. 


I wish  to  take  this  opportunity  of  thanking  the 
Members  of  the  Council,  the  other  Chief  Officers,  and  the  Staff 
of  the  Health  Department,  for  the  help  and  co-operation  which  I 
have  received  during  the  year. 


I am, 

Your  obedient  servant, 
R.H.  WATSON, 


1. 


SUi-.'LTARY  OF  STATISTICS 


GSNEEAL  STATISTICS 


Area  ( acres  ) 86,000 

Population  ( Registrar  General's  estimate  ) 19^0  20,500 

No.  of  inhabited  houses  on  31st  Decemher,  I960  6,657 

Rateable  value  on  31st  December,  I960  £180,074 

Sum  represented  by  Id  rate  on  31st  December,  I960  £732.3.11 


Extracts  from  VITAL  STATISTICS  for  the  year  I960 


Live  Births. 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate 

184 

182 

366 

Illegitimate 

9 

6 

15 

193 

183 

381 

Live  Birth  Rate  per 

1,000  population 

Illegitimate  live  births  per  cent  of  total  live  births  j 

Still  Births  ‘ 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births  2( 

Total  live  and  still  births  38 

Infant  Deaths  (deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age) 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  live  births  - total  2. 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  live  births  - legitimate  2 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  live  births  - illegitimate  6 

Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  (deaths  under  k weeks  per  1,000 

total  live  births)  1 

Early  Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  (deaths  under  1 week  per 

1,000  total  live  births)  1 

Perinatal  Mortality  Rate  (stillbirths  and  deaths  under 

1 week  combined  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births)  3 

Maternal  Mortality  (including  abortion)  I' 

Maternal  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  live  and  still  births  I' 

Deaths. 

Total  number  of  deaths 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  population  ^ 

2. 


Births. 


The  hirth  rate  of  any  area  is  dependent  upon  the 
composition  of  the  population  in  that  area.  Obviously  a 
population  with  a high  proportion  of  persons  of  child  hearing 
age  will  have  more  births  per  1,000  of  the  population  than  an 
area  with  an  unduly  large  number  of  people  in  the  older  age 
groups.  To  enable  the  birth  rates  of  different  areas  to  be 
compared  the  Registrar  General  provides  a comparability  factor 
for  each  Local  Authority  area,  which  renders  the  birth  rate  of 
each  area  comparable  Y/ith  that  of  a district  the  population 
of  vdiich  is  of  standard  age  and  sex  distribut iono  The  birth 
rate  for  the  Rural  District  adjusted  in  this  manner  is  increased 
from  18.59  to  20.08  per  1,000  of  the  population.  The  birth 
rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  17. !• 


Birth  rates  for  the  Rural  District  and  for  England 
and  'wales  for  the  past  five  years  were  as  follov/ss- 


1956 

1957 

1958 

! : 

1959  ■ 

i960 

Bridgwater  Rural  District 

16„02 

16,20 

17.41 

17.21  1 

18.59 

[Standardised  Birth  Rate 

17.46 

17.50 

18.80 

18.09  1 

1 20,08 

[England  and  Wales 

! i 

15.6 

16.1 

! 

16.4 

16.5  I 

17ol 

Deaths. 


The  number  of  deaths  registered  in  the  Rural  District 
during  i960  was  162,  Of  these  11  v/ere  deaths  of  non-residents 
and  were  transferred  to  the  district  in  which  the  persons 
ordinarily  resided.  There  v/ere,  on  the  other  hand  92  deaths  of 
Rural  District  residents  registered  outside  the  District, 

(37  at  Taunton  hospitals  and  55  elsef/here ) . The  total  corrected 
number  of  deaths  assigned  to  the  District  was  243?  (131  males  and 
112  females).  This  was  7 more  than  in  the  previous  year  and  gave 
a crude  death  rate  of  11,53  pen  IjOOO  of  the  population. 

The  crude  death  rate  cannot  be  used  to  compare  the 
mortality  with  that  of  other  districts,  as  the  populations  of  all 
areas  are  not  similarly  constituted  as  regards  age  and  sex 
distribution.  The  Registrar  General  therefore  supplies  an  ’'Area 
Comparability  Factor"  and  the  crude  death  rate  multiplied  by 
this  figure  can  then  be  compared  with  that  of  the  country  as  a 
whole,  or  of  any  other  local  area.  The  corrected  death  rate  so 
obtained  was  10,61  per  1,000  of  the  population,  and  this  is 
compared  with  11.5  for  England  and  Y/ales. 

Death  rates  for  the  District  and  for  England  and  Wales 
for  the  past  five  years  v/ere  as  follows;- 


1956 

1957 

1958 

1959 

i960 

BridgY/ater  Rural  District 

10,25 

12.09 

10.71 

11.12 

11.53 

Standardised  Death  Rate 

9.42 

11.12 

9.75 

10,23 

1 10,61 

England  and  Wales 

11.7 

11,5 

11.7 

11.6 

11.5 

Of  243  deaths,  135  occurred  in  people  oyer  the  age 
of  70  years.  55  occurred  in  people  in  the  productive  age 
groups  20  to  64  years,  and  the  follov/ing  table  gives  the 
details  of  deaths  in  this  age  group.  


20-29  : 

30-39  |i- 

^0-49  , 

50-59 

60-64 

Total 

Tuberculosis  of  the  respiratory 
system 

1 

1 

1 

i 

2 

Other  forms  of  tuberculosis 

1 

I 

1 

Malignant  neoplasm  of  stomach 

2 j 

2, 

Malignant  neoplasm  of  lung, 
bronchus 

3 

2 

5 

Malignant  neoplasm  of  uterus 

1 1 

1 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic 
neoplasms 

1 

1 

1 

3 1 

6 

Vascular  lesions  of  the 
nervous  system 

2 

3 

5 

Coronary  disease  and  angina 

4 

4 

8 

Hypertension  v/ith  heart 
disease 

1 

1 

1 

3 

6 

Other  heart  disease 

4 

2 

Other  circulatory  disease 

2 

2 

Pneumonia 

1 

1 

Bronchitis 

1 

1 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory 
system 

1 

1 

2 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined 
diseases 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

2 

1 

1 

All  other  accidents 

1 

2 

j 

Suicide 

1 

A—— 

i” 

A*ll  causes 

: 2 

1 

1 2 

6 

I 23 

1 21 

y 

Cancer  Mortality. 


The  nui'ober  of  deaths  of  Rural  District  residents  from 
cancer  was  34  ( males  19,  females  15),  as  compared  with  42  in 
1959 o They  constitute  14«0%  total  deachs  during  the  yea  • 


The  follovi/ing  table  shows  the  localisation  of  the 
disease  in  the  34  cases. 


stomach 

Lung,  bronchus 

Breast 

Uterus 

Other  and  unspecified  organs 

Number  of  deaths 

Male 

Female  j 

Total  i 1980 

iL_ 

4 

7 

1 : 

j 8 

1 

3 

4 

1 

6 

i — 

5 3 

10  !'  8 

4 j|  7 

1 i 1 

li  23 . 

Tot  al 

'19  i 15 

i 34  42 

i -Jh- 

4. 


The  ages  at  which  death  occurred  in  the  last  four  years 
comhined  is  detailed  in  the  following  table 


Year 

Under  15 

^24 

^34 

! 

33/  1 

/44i 

45/  1 

^54  1 

i 

55/ 

1 /64 

Over 

65 

1 

1 

Total  j 

1957 

1 

2 

2 

2 

7 

1938 

1 

4 ' 

7 

1959 

1 

3 

2 

1 ^ 

8 

i960 

2 

3 

i 5 

1 

10 

'Total 

2 

8 

11 

1 11 

32  ; 

Infantile  Mortality, 

9 infants  under  one  year  of  age  died  during  the  year. 
This  gives  an  infantile  mortality  rate  of  23*62  per  IjOOO  of 
all  live  births,  vihlle  the  corresponding  rate  for  England  and 
Wales  was  21.7. 

The  following  table  shov/s  the  cause  of  death  in  each 

case;- 

Infantile  Mortality  during  I960 


Under 

1 v/eek 

1-4 

v\^eeks 

1-6 

months 

6-12 

months 

j 

Total  1 

1 

Bronchopneumonia 

1 

1 I 

Infanticide 

1 

1 i 

Severe  anaemia 

1 

1 

Cerebral  anoxia 

1 

1 1 

Haemolutic  disease 

1 

1 i 

Congenital  heart  disease 

1 

1 1 

Prematurity 

3 

3 ! 

i 

6 

3 

9 1 

Deaths  from  Heart  Disease. 


Of  the  2I4.3  deaths,  heart  disease  caused  roughly  1 in 
every  3 (males  39?  females  44).  ft  represented  34%  of  the 
total  deaths  from  all  causes  and  was  equivalent  to  a death  rate 
of  4.0  per  1,000  of  the  population. 

Other  Deaths. 


13  deaths  v/ere  due  to  accidents,  of  which  6 were  due 
to  road  accidents  and  7 were  due  to  other  accidents. 


Cause  of  Death 


1 All  Causes  ! 

131  1 

112 

! 1.  Tuherculosis  of  the  resiDiratory  system 

2 

- 

2,  Other  forms  of  tuberculosis 

“ 

1 

i 

3.  Syphilitic  disease 

2 

4.  Diphtheria 

“ 1 

5.  hooping  cough 

" 

6.  Feningococcal  infections 

7.  Acute  poliomyelitis  j 

! 

8.  Measles  i 

i 

9.  Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases  | 

“ 

1 

10.  Malignant  neoplasm  of  stomach  ' 

4 

1 

11.  Malignant  neoplasm  of  lung?  bronchus  j 

7 

3 

12,  Malignant  neoplasm  of  breast 

“ 

4 

13,  Malignant  neoplasm  of  uterus  j 

“ 

1 

14.  Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 

8 

6 

13.  Leukaemia,  aleukaemia  | 

*“ 

IS,  Diabetes 

" 

1 

17.  Vascular  lesions  of  the  nervous  system  | 

, 17 

18 

18.  Coronary  disease  and  angina  1 

‘ 28 
i 

18 

19.  Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

1 

^ i 

120.  Otlier  heart  disease 

11 

22  i 

- I 

I2I.  Other  circulatory  disease 

11 

22,  Influenza 

1 

! 

23,  Pneumonia 

4 

3 ! 

24*  Bronchitis 

5 

I 

25.  Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

2 

“ ! 

26.  nicer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

1 

1 

27.  Gastritis,  enteritis  an.d  diarrhoea 

2 

“ I 

28.  Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

1 

29.  Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

3 

30.  Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

31.  Congenital  malformations 

2 

1 

32.  Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

7 

13 

33,  Motor  vehicle  accidents 

6 

*“ 

34.  All  other  accidents 

6 

^ 1 

1 

35.  ouicide 

j 

36.  Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

i “ 

1 

1 1 
j ! 

6. 


Population. 


The  estimated  population  of  the  Rural  District  as  at 
June  i960  was  20,500,  v/hich  shov/s  an  increase  of  280  on  the 
previous  year.  The  natural  increase  in  the  population,  that 
is  the  excess  of  hirths  over  deaths,  v/as  138s  and  therefore 
there  v/as  an  increase  in  population  of  114.2  due  to  immigration. 


It  is  interesting  to  note  the  population  changes 
which  have  taken  place  in  recent  years  and  the  following  table 
illustrates  the  trend  during  the  past  twelve  years. 


year 

Population  increase 

Natural  increase 

: Change  due  to  | 

emigration  or 
immigration 

1949 

93 

113 

- 22 

1950 

200 

82 

+ 118 

1951 

480 

38 

+ 422 

1952 

- 610 

82 

- 692 

1953 

840 

119 

+ 721 

1954 

160 

46 

+ 114 

1935 

- 80 

129 

- 209 

1956 

400 

120 

+ 280 

1957 

- 610 

83 

- 693 

1958 

- 190 

134 

- 324 

1939 

230 

112 

+ 118 

i960 

280 

138 

+ 142 

PREVALERCg  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS 

Aj\T3  CODTACtIOUS  DISEASES 


The  following  table  sets  out  the  cases  of  notifiable 
infectious  diseases  v/hich  were  notified  in  the  Rural  District 
during  i960.  The  table  is  drawn  up  after  making  the  necessary 
amendments  to  the  original  notifications  by  either  the 
practitioners,  or  by  the  Medical  Officer  at  the  Isolation 
Hospital,  owing  to  corrections  in  diagnosis. 


Diseases  ; 

Cases  notified 

i960 

1939 

Scarlet  fever 

13 

18 

Whooping  cough 

13 

- 

Acute  poliomyelitis 

2 

- 

Measles 

1 

186 

Dysentery 

1 

1 

Pneumonia 

7 

3 

Erysipelas 

1 

1 

Pood  poisoning 

- 

7 

Puerperal  pyrexia 

- 

1 

Rubella 

3 

I i 

Total 

43 

1 219  j 

7 


Measles 


1 case  was  notified.  Treatment  by  modern  drugs  has 
done  much  to  reduce  the  severity  of  the  common  complications 
of  this  highly  infectious  disease. 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  (infantile  Paralysis) 

(a)  Cases 

Two  cases  were  notified. 

(b)  Vaccination 

During  the  year  the  age  limit  for  those  eligible  for 
polio  immunisation  v/as  raised  to  40  years,  and  as  in  the  previous 
years  visits  were  made  to  all  the  larger  factories  in  the  area 
and  all  persons  who  7/ished  it,  were  immunised  or  were  given  the 
third  reinforcing  injection. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  persons  v/ho 
received  a course  of  primary  vaccination  (tvra  injections)  and 
number  of  persons  who  received  a third  (reinforcing)  injection 
during  the  year  i960. 


Children  born 

1943  - i960 

Young  persons 
born  1933  - 

1942 

1 

! 

) ! 

Persons  | Persons  over  1 

under  40  j 40  years  & 

years  of  j Priority  j 

age  1 Groups  | 

No.  of  perso: 
(all  groups) 

1 who  reed,  a 

1 third  (re- 
; inforcing) 
i injection 

i 33S 

151  1 

I 

540  j 30 

i 2203 

Tuberculosis. 


5 respiratory  and  1 non-respiratory  new  cases  of 
tuberculosis  were  notified,  as  compared  with  4 respiratory  and 
2 non-re spiratory  cases  in  1959. 


Non-resniratory 


Number  of  cases  on  the 
Tuberculosis  Register 

at  31.12.60  80  12 

Number  of  new  cases 

during  the  year  5 1 

Number  of  deaths  during 

the  year  2 1 

The  very  lov/  incidence  of  deaths  due  to  tuberculosis 
viras  maintained  and  reflects  the  efficacy  of  modern  treatment. 

All  known  cases  are  thoroughly  investigated  and  all  known  close 
contacts  are  invited  to  attend  the  Chest  Clinic  for  investigation 

The  following  table  shov/s  the  sex  end  age  groups  of 
cases  notified  during  the  year:- 


8. 


Age : - 

Under  5 

^24 

^44 

45/  i 
^64 

65  & ! 

over 

j Age  || 
unknown  |j  Total 

^ i - + 

Male 

- 

- 

- 

3 

I - !!  4 

i li 

Female 

- 

_ 

‘ f 

1 ' 

' - 

1 

r i! 

i - il  2 ; 

B.C.G-.  Vaccination. 


In  order  to  raise  the  immunity  of  school  leavers 
to  tuherculosis , vaccination  vi/ith  B.C.G.  vaccine  was  offered  to 
all  children  "between  the  ages  of  13  and  14  years  attending 
schools  in  the  Mid-Somerset  Divisional  Area.  675  accepted  the 
offer  and  received  preliminary  skin  tosty  the  ''Heaf  Test”  y to 
determine  whether  they  had  in  fact  already  experienced  some 
infection  ¥/ith  tuberculosis , 359  of  these  gave  a negative  test 

and  were  vaccinated  with  the  B.C.G.  vaccine. 


Food  Poisoning. 

ho  cases  v/ere  notified  during  the  year. 


Diphtheria. 

No  cases  of  diphtheria  were  notified.  During  the  year 
26l  children  under  the  age  of  5 years  and  85  children  hetv/een 
the  ages  of  5 - 15  years,  were  immunised  against  diphtheriay 
giving  a total  of  346, 


Vaccination  against  Smallpox. 

The  number  of  primary  vaccinations  against  smallpox 
has  shovm  a rise  as  compared  with  the  previous  year.  A high 
proportion  of  all  vaccination  is  carried  out  because  of  the 
requirements  of  other  countries  in  respect  of  immigrants. 


Persons  vaccinated  ( or  re-vaccinated  ) in  I960 


Under  1 

1 1 2 to  4 

J 

5 

to  14 

15  or 

over 

i 1 

Totals  ! 

P 

R 

P 1 e|p 

R 

P 

i ^ ^ 

1 R 

1 

^ i 

163 

- 

1 H 

H 

1 

cr> 

- 

r 

; ^ 

i 

1 1 

1 > - — . . 

3 

188 

4 

P = Primary  vaccination 
Re  = Re-vaccination 
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SERVICE 


Lalj oratory  Facilities , 


laboratory  personnel  and  the  field  workers  in  the  Public  Meaiin 
Department. 


Hospitals. 

Hospitals  in  the  area  are  administered  hy  the  South 
West  Regional  Hospital  Board,  through  the  Bria,gi,?ater  Ar=,a 
Management  Committee. 


The  hospitals  are:- 

Bridg\¥ater  General  Hospital 
Mary  Stanley  Nursing  Home 
Northgate  Lodge 


72  beds 
31  hods 
60  beds 


treatment 

Hospital. 


Cases  of  infectious 
or  isolations,  are 


diseases  needing  hospital _ 
admitted  to  Taunton  Isolation 


As  in  previous  reports  I must  again  ^“hrovld* 

the  . inadequate  conditions  Bridgwater^Gener^^_Hospit.l , to.pr 

satisfactory  cover  or  ‘ ® ^ unsuitable  for  the  demands  made 
casualty  department ^is  unsuitability  of 

S°lhing  -beds  to  meet  4I^trSsferrerSLwhere  ^o 

too  many  patients  from  this  ar.c^  i^rovided  locally.  It  is 

rs?iSer?S:rSLf^L:Spbo.imately^800^ 

fs^cSSrHiefarf a|ual  attendances  have  risen 

from  12,884  in  1947  to  20,911  in  19b0. 


Ant.ft-Natal  Clinics. 

NO  Local  Authority  Ante-Natal  ?4c?i4Sers 

the  area,  supervision  being  ““f'^^l^others'atLnd" at  the 
and  Midwives,  a number  of  1 street  Bridgwater,  when 

SS'.2.S  Sf  S«S”S’.S”;-SSS’o? 

Rhesus  Factor,  etc. 


Infant  Welfare. 

T„-p...n+  'VoTfare  Clinics,  for  which  the  County  Co^mcll 
Infant  ‘''ellare  cuinres,  puriton,  Woolavington, 

are  responsible,  are  h.ld  at  and  West 

North  Petherton,  Nether  Stowey,  East  huntopifx  ana 

Hunt spill. 


Tiotional  A-,sistance  Act , . 

A number  of  oases  were  helped  during  the 
informal  action  and  in  no  case  was 
action  to  secure  the  removal  of  an  old  porson. 


year  hy 
tal^e  statutors 
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Home  Help  Service. 

This  service  is  provided  hy  the  County  Council,  with 
local  administration  by  the  Home  Help  Organiser,  v/ith  an 
officer  at  the  Health  Centre,  Mount  Street,  Bridgwater, 

The  Home  Helps  have  proved  of  very  considerable  value 
and  much  assistance  was  given  to  needy  cases.  During  the  year 
88  cases  received  assistance. 

These  included  the  following  types  of  cases 


Blaternity  10 
Old  age  and  infirmity  51 
Chronic  sick  15 
Post  operation  3 
Emergency  illness  6 
Other  cases  3 


In  many  cases  assisted,  the  patient  or  other  members 
of  the  family  would  have  been  unable  to  remain  at  home,  were 
it  not  for  the  Home  Help  Service, 

In  addition  to  normal  service,  arrangements  have 
been  made  for  v/omen  to  sit  up  with  seriously  ill  cases  where 
alternative  arrangements  cannot  be  made. 

The  number  of  Home  Helps  at  31* 12.60  was  as  follows: - 

Full  time  12 

Part  time  26 


SAHITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 


Sev/erage, 


Slow  but  steady  progress  has  been  made  in  the  Council’s 
programme  to  provide  modern  sewage  disposal  arrangements  in  all 
the  principal  villages.  During  the  year  Westonzoyland  village 
has  been  resewered  and  full  use  is  now  made  of  the  treatment  plant 
originally  used  by  the  R.A.F.,  All  sevrage  from  the  main  sev^ers 
is  now  effectively  treated  . before  discharge. 

The  remaining  parishes  in  the  District  in  which  the 
Council  are  considering  sewage  disposal  schemes  have  been  placed 
in  order  of  priority  and  of  these  it  is  considered  that  Chedzoy, 
East  Huntspill,  Woolavington,  Chilton  Polden,  Nether  Stowey  and 
Cannington  are  deserving  of  the  highest  priority. 


VYater  Supp^lies «, 


Sampling  of  water  supplies  was  continued  and  results 
generally  were  highly  satisfactory.  In  many  cases  where  some 
evidence  of  pollution  was  found  it  v/as  considered  that  the 
contamination  was  not  likely  to  be  of  a serious  nature  and  no 
special  measures  were  called  for.  An  exception  Yms  the  Goathurst 
private  supply  v/here  throughout  the  year  tests  gave  variable 
results,  but  generally  they  vt^ere  unsatisfactory  and  the  Council 
have  continued  their  efforts  to  secure  a satisfactory  supply  for 
the  village.  The  advice  given  to  local  consumers  to  boil  all 
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water  sued  for  human  consumption  has  not  been  withdravm. 

Tests  of  the  Thurloxton  supply  have  „ ' 

stand-rd  although  it  is  most  prohahle  that  contamination 
vP^v  a^^all  supply  is  of  reduced  importance  from  a public  health 

of  water  supply  is  a step  in  the  right  dire c cion. 

Hesults  of  bacteriological  tests  can  be  summarised  as 

follows; - 


; i 

Nuimber  of  j 
exaiminations 

Report  i 

1 Supply 

satisfactory ; 

not  satisfactory 

1.  Piddington 

12 

9 

3 

2.  Goathurst 

16 

6 

10 

3,  Thurloxton 

11 

5 

6 

U.  7/illoughby 

13 

j 11 

2 

5,  Over  Stowey 

18 

1 

6 

1 

Chemical  analyaia  of 

Over  Stowey  supplies  was  continue!  as  a ma 
v/ere  as  follovYs;- 

“ieporT^~CheMc"SrTnalysis  of  Sample  of  'jfeter 
Received  on  13o6.60 

Lahelled:  Piddington  Puhlio  Supply.  Prom  tap. 


Pysical  Characters 

P:eaction 

pH 

Free  Carbon  Dioxide 
Total  Solids 

Total  Alkalinity  (as  Ca\CO^) 
Carbonate  Hardness  " 

Hon- carbonate  *’  ” 

Total  hardness 
Chloride  (as  Cl) 

Ammoniacal  Hitrogen  (as  N) 

Albuminoid 

I'  itrate 

Nitrite 

Oxygen  absorbed  fro^  Permanganate 
in  U hours  at  27  C. 


Parts  per  million 
Clear  and  bright 
Very  slightly  alkaline 
7.1 
12.0 

350.0 

270.0 
270.0 

35.0 
305.0 

19.0 
0.002 
0.012 
2.8 
NIL 

0.05 


NONE 

NIL 


Sediment 

Poisonous  Metals 

This  is  a hard  water,  the  hardness  being  mainly 
temporary,  of  satisfactory  chemical  purity. 


Report  of  Chemical  Ai^alysis  of  Sample 

Received  on  I3.6.6O 

Labelled;  Willoughby  Public 

of  i/Vater  ; 

Supply.  From  tap. 

Pysical  Characters 

Parts  per  million 

Clear  and  bright 

Reaction 

Very  slightly  alkaline 

pH 

7.5 

Free  Carbon  Dioxide 

2.0 

Total  Solids 

205.0 

Total  Alkalinity  (as  CaCO^) 

135.0 

Carbonate  Hardness  " 

135.0 

Ron- carbonate  " 

25.0 

jTotal  hardness  ” 

160.0 

[Chloride  (as  Cl) 

22.0 

jAmmoniacal  Nitrogen  (as  N) 

0.002 

j Albuminoid 

0.004 

jNitrate 

1.2 

jNitrite 

NIL 

i Oxygen  absorbed  from  Permanganate 

1 in  4 hours  at  27°C. 

0.05  1 

! Sediment 

NONE  i 

1 Poisonous  Metals 

NIL  i 

1 This  is  a moderately  hard  wsiter,  the  hardness  being  1 

i mainly  temporarys  of  satisfactory  chemical  purity.  ! 

iReport  of  Chemical  Analysis  of  Sample  ^ 
1 Received  on  I3.6.6O 

Labt^lled;  Over  Stowey  Public 

of  Water 

Supply.  From  tap. 

Physical  Characters 

Parts  per  million 

Clear  and  bright 

Reaction 

Very  slightly  alkaline 

pH 

7.4 

Free  Carbon  Dioxide 

1.0 

Total  Solids 

85.0 

Total  Alkalinity  (as  CaCO^) 

50.0 

Carbonate  Hardness  ’* 

Non- carbonate  ” 

Total  hardness  " 

45.0 

Chloride  (as  Cl) 

18.0 

Ammoniacal  Nitrogen  (as  N) 

0.002 

A-lbuminoid 

0,016 

Nitrate 

0,4 

Nitrite 

NIL 

Oxygen  absorbed  from  Permanganate 
in  4 hours  at  2(0, 

0.15 

Sediment 

NONE 

Poisonous  Metals 

NIL 

This  is  a soft  vmter  of  satisfactory  chemical  purity. 
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The  completion  of  the  Borough  Council's  sohe^  at 
Hankrldpe  in  1961  should  ensure  adequate  reserves  of  water 
Itet  thl  requirements  of  the  Borough  and  Rural  of 

+ already  provided  with  mains  supply j restriction  ox 

supply  du^Lftof—r  months  should  therefore  no  longer  he 
necessary. 


eSured  tharwhor^reasonfhle  ^d’^practioahle,  all  huilt  up  areas 

of  each  parish  at  the  1951  census. 


Housing. 

During  I960,  the  Local  Authority  erected  ?!+  houses, 

compared  with  3°  id  1959.  ^divate  the  year  there 

with  500  at  the  end  of  the  previous  year. 

The  number  of  post-v;ar  houses  huilt  in  the  Rural 
District  from  IsflprJi  1945  to  31st  Decemher  I960,  was  as 
follows”.  - 

Erected  hy  the  Local  Authority 
Erected  hy  Private  Enterprise 


Is] 


778 

1,175 


Improvement  Grants. 


owners  of  .^,ny  P-P-^.i^^eerurgfs'tS'fr^f  tSif ' 


benefits  of  these  grants  and  hav_ 
properties  up  to  modern  standards, 
spjnmarises  the  action  taken; 

(1) 


The  following  table 


Applications 

No.  of  Dwellings 

Applications  j No. 

of  Dwellings  ! 

48 

59 

48  i 

59  ' 

'"(W 

Received 


Scoiito-rv  Inspection  o_f  the_„AT^. 


The  records  given  in  the  °hlef  Puhlic^Health.Inspectc 
report  show  the  number  of  insanitary  c 
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APPENDIX  A 


No«  of  dwellings  with 

Population 

Parish 

mains  water  supply 

(1951  Census) 

Ashcott 

281 

784 

Bawdrip 

173 

486 

Bridgwater  Without 

160 

339 

Broomfield 

11 

175 

Canning’ton 

335 

1045 

Catcott 

154 

439 

Chari inch 

15 

98 

Chcdzoy 

102 

307 

Chilton  Polden 

142 

439 

Chilton  Trinity 

47 

152 

Cossingt on 

137 

294 

Burleigh 

38 

112 

Edington 

152 

397 

Enmore 

72 

249 

Piddington 

74 

193 

G-oathurst 

50  X 

134 

Gre inton 

26 

91 

Huntspill  East 

257 

867 

Hunt  spill  West 

397 

838 

Lyng 

101 

281 

Middle zoy 

176 

511 

Moorlinch 

66 

203 

Nether  Stovvey 

241 

612 

North  Petherton 

1216 

3243 

Othery 

l6o 

490 

Otterhampton 

157 

382 

Over  Stowey 

114 

551 

Pawlett 

214 

569 

Pur it on 

328 

1036 

Shapv/ick 

96 

325 

Spaxton 

219 

889 

Stav/ell 

80 

280 

Stockland  Bristol 

40 

88 

Thurloxton 

40 

156 

Wemhdon 

364 

895 

Westonzoyland 

233 

661 

Y/oolavington 

343 

1082 

X = includes 

22  houses  on  Goathurst 

private  supply, 
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AI\Ti)^UAL  REPORT  OF  THE  CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 


FOR  i960. 


Mr,  Chairman j Ladies  and  Oentlemenj, 

I Leg  to  submit  my  twenty-first  Annual  Report  for 
the  year  ending  31st  Deceniber,  i960. 


ST/vFF. 


The  staff  of  the  Department  consists  of  Chief  Public 
Health  Inspectors,  two  additional  Public  Health  Inspectors  and 
female  clerk.  All  the  Public  Health  Inspectors  hold  the  Meat 
and  Food  Inspectors  Certificate  in  addition  to  the  statutory 
qualification. 

BIr,  B.  S.  Yule,  one  of  the  Additional  Public  Health 
Inspectors  resigned  on  31st  March;,  on  appointment  to  a post 
with  Taunton  Rural  District  Council,  and  the  vacancy  was  filled 
by  the  appointment  of  B/Ir.  B.  F.  Hitchcock  who  was  previously 
Additional  Public  Health  Inspector  to  the  Melton  and  Belvoir 
Rural  District  Council, 

¥ir,  Hitchcock  commenced  duty  on  13th.  June, 


CCMPLAINTS  and  NUISANCES. 


The  number  of  complaints  investigated  during  the 
year  w'as  IPl+s  a decrease  of  21  on  the  previous  year.  In  most 
cases  nuisances  were  abated  as  a result  of  informal  action  and 
it  was  only  found  necessary  to  serve  two  Statutory  Notices.  Cn 
inspection  a number  of  complaints  v/ere  found  to  be  not  justified 
and  no  Purther  action  was  taken  in  regard  to  them. 

Cf  the  nuisances  found,  98  were  abated  during  the  year. 
The  number  of  visits  made  in  connection  with  nuisances  v/as  279* 

The  completion  of  sev/age  disposal  schemes  in  West 
Huntspill,  and  more  recently  Pawlett,  has  made  it  possible  to 
secure  the  abatement  of  several  long  steinding  drainage  nuisances 
¥/here  previously  only  temporary  improvements  had  been  possible. 

During  the  second  half  of  the  year  exceptionally  heavy 
rainfall  was  experienced  and  in  consequence  a large  number  of 
com.plaints  of  flooding,  and  of  leaking  roofs,  and  damp  walls  and 
floors  were  received  and  dealt  with  as  far  as  possible.  In  many 
cases  septic  tanks  ceased  to  Punction  as  the  ground  was 
completely  water-logged  and  unable  to  absorb  the  effluent, 

A special  survey  of  the  drainage  of  property  in  the 
Horsey  area  of  the  parish  of  Bridgwater  Without  was  carried 
out  during  the  year  and  24  inspections  were  made  for  this 
purpose. 
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WATER  SUPPLY. 


Samples  of  water  for  bacteriological  examination 
are  talcen  from  the  five  sources  of  supply  controlled  by  the 
Council,  at  monthly  intervals,  and  are  forwarded  to  the 
Public  Health  Laboratory,  BAusgrove  Park  Hospital,  Taunton 
for  examination. 

Samples  were  also  taken  before  mains  were  again 
brought  into  use  after  the  insertion  of  nev/  valves  or 
alterations  to  fittings,  and  before  extensions  to  mains  were 
brought  into  use. 

A total  of  107  visits  were  made  in  connection  with 
water  supply  during  the  year. 


HOUSING. 

The  total  number  of  inspections  carried  out  under 
the  Housing  Acts  was  943 > the  number  of  separate  houses 
inspected  being  340. 

Informal  notices  requiring  the  execution  of  repairs 
were  sent  to  owners  of  unfit  houses  where  the  probable  cost 
of  the  repairs  was  considered  to  be  reasonable  in  relation 
to  the  value  of  the  house  and  this  resulted  in  the  repair 
and  improvement  of  90  houses.  A number  of  interviews  v/ith 
owners,  agents  and  builders  took  place,  and  many  additional 
visits  were  made  to  inspect  work  in  progress  and  on  completion. 

The  availability  of  Discretionary  and  Standard 
Improvement  Grants  v/as  brought  to  the  notice  of  owners  in 
every  suitable  case,  and  advice  and  information  supplied  in 
regard  to  work  which  vifould  gualify  for  grant. 

In  many  cases  applications  for  grants  were 
subsequently  submitted  and  work  carried  out  on  improvements 
concurrently  with  v/orks  of  repair  which  had  been  required 
under  the  Housing  Acte. 

35  houses  v/ere  represented  as  unfit  for  habitation 
and  incapable  of  beinpj  rendered  fit  at  reasonable  cost  and 
33  Demolition  Orders  and  8 Closing  Orders  were  made  by  the 
Council.  In  1 case  the  Council  agreed  to  accept  undertaking 
to  carry  out  approved  v/orks  v^^ithin  a stipulated  time  and  in 
one  cELse  an  undertaking  not  to  use  for  human  habitation  was 
accepted.  17  houses,  the  subject  of  Demolition  Orders,  were 
demolished  during  the  year. 
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The  Slum  Clearance  programme  was  virtually 
completed  during  the  year,  only  three  houses  remaining 
to  be  dealt  with  at  31st  December, 

It  ?/ill  be  remembered  that  the  programme  provided 
for  action^ in  respect  of  96  houses  in  the  three  year  period 
1958  to  i960.  In  fact  110  houses  were  represented  in  this 
period,  with  the  follo\iFing  result 


Demolition  Orders  68 
Closing  Orders  21 
Reconditioned  7 
Undertakings  not  to  occupy  6 
Works  to  render  fit  approved  3 
In  course  of  negotiation  5 
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It  is  inevitable  that  from-  time  to  time  it  v/ill 
be  found  necessary  to  represent  further  houses  as  unfit 
and  incapable  of  repair  at  reasonable  cost  but  it  is  hoped 
that  in  future  the  number  of  houses  to  be  dealt  v/ith  in 
this  manner  will  be  relatively  small.  This  will  depend  to 
a great  extent  on  the  standard  of  maintenance  achieved  by 
owners  of  proj^erty,  and  the  continueince  of  the  Council’s 
policy  to  prevent  as  far  as  possible  the  deterioration  of 
houses  by  req.uiring  owners  to  carry  out  necessary  repairs 
to  their  property  and  encouraging  them  to  accept  improvement 
grants  in  appropriate  cases. 

Fourteen  families  were  transferred  during  the 
year  from  condemned  houses  into  Council  houses. 

184  visits  Yifere  made  during  the  year  to  94 
properties  in  regard  to  the  reconditioning  and  alteration 
of  existing  houses  and  the  installation  of  new  sanitary 
fittings. 


9 visits  were  made  to  houses  in  respect  to  ij?hich 
grants  were  made  under  the  Housing  (Finsjicial  Provisions)  Acts, 

85  visits  were  made  in  connection  with  Improvement 

Grants, 


OVERCROWDING. 


Two  new  cases  of  overcrowding  were  discovered 
during  the  year,  and  six  cases  were  abated  by  informal 
action. 

Fourteen  visits  were  made  in  connection  with 
overcrovi^ding. 
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FACTOR  I E_S  ACTS,  1937  and  19U8 . 


The  following  particulars  indicate  the  action  taken 
under  Part  1 of  the  Factories  Actj  1937*.- 


huraher 


! Pumher  of  i 
! i/vritten  i Occupiers 

Register  i Insps. ' Not ices  1 Prosecuted] 


(i)  Factories  in  v\fhich 
Sections  1?  2^  3?  4 and 

6 are  to  he  enforced 
hy  Local  Authority 

(ii)  Factories  not  included 
in  (i)  in  which  Section 

7 is  enforced  hy  Local 
authority 

(iii)  Other  premises  in  which 
Section  7 is  enforced  hy 
the  Local  Authority 
(excluding  outworkers 
premises) 


TOTAL 


69 


88 


The  88  visits  were  made  in  respect  to  69  factories. 


No.  of  cases  in  which  defects  No.  of  case 
Yirere  found  _ ia  which 

prosecution 

■ Referred^  _ 

i To  H.Mo!  By  H.M.  instituted 

FoundjRemediedlnsp.  ; Insp. 


Want  of  cleanliness 
Overcrowding  ( S . 2 ) 
Unreasonable  temperature 

(S.3) 

1 Inadequate  ventilation 

! (S.4) 

I Ineffective  drainage  of 
i floor  (S.6) 

1 Sanitary  conveniences 

i (8.7) 

1(a)  Insufficient 

jih;  Unsuitable  or  defective 

j(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 

, I Other  offences  against  the 
jAct  (not  including  offences 
i relating  to  Outwork) 


10 


TOTAL 


10 


19 


BAKEHOUSES 


Twe^xty  six  visits  wer_.  made  to  the  13  bakehouses 
in  the  District  and  where  defects  or  unsatisfactory  conditions 
were  found  informal  notices  served  were  duly  complied  with. 


SHOPS. 


One  hundred  and  sixty  three  inspections  of  shops  were 
carried  out,  in  respect  to  115  of  the  12?  shops  in  the  District. 


OENEPAI,  SjlTTITiiTION. 

The  following  improvements  were  carried  out,  generally 
as  a result  of  informal  act ion; - 


f.Cs  34 
Baths  15 
Sinks  12 
Drainage  systems  10 
Lavatory  basins  22 
Connections  to  sewer  41 
Larders  1 
Internal  water  supply  2 


A number  of  other  minor  improvements  ¥/ere  also 
carried  out. 

. The  completion  of  the  Pawlett  Sewerage  system  made 
possible  the  elimination  of  a number  of  unsatisfactory 
drainage  conditions  in  that  parish,  the  number  of  sevirer 
connections  increasing  from  ten  in  the  previous  year  to  41. 


FOOD  HYC-IEHEo 

It  has  again  been  possible  to  increase  the  rate  of 
inspection  of  food  premises  during  the  year  and  36I  visits 
have  been  made  for  this  purpose  to  I90  establishments.  These 
visits  are  in  addition  to  those  in  respect  to  dairies, 
bakehouses,  ice  cream  premises , licensed  premises,  slaughterhouses 
etc.  'Which  are  dealt  with  else’where  in  this  report. 

The  standard  of  hygiene  in  food  premises  remains 
reasonably  good,  but  in  a fevv  cases  fairly  frequent  visits 
are  necessary  to  ensure  the  maintenance  of  a proper  standard 
of  cleanliness.  The  introduction  of  modern,  easily  cleaned 
eq.'aipment  in  recent  years  has  made  possible  the  attainment 
of  a higher  standard  of  hygiene  and  at  the  same  time  has 
brought  about  a reduction  in  labour  costs  to  the  food  trader. 

The  result  of  the  informal  action  taken  was  that 
33  deficiencies  under  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations  v/ere 
remedied  during  the  year,  and  in  addition  the  following 
improvements  in  facilities  and  eepaipment  were  carried  out;- 


Eefrigerators  2 
Deep  Freeze  Cabinets  1 
Refrigerated  Display  Counters  1 
Vvashbasins  3 
Water  Heaters  2 
Sinks  2 
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FOOD  HYGIENE  (Cont.) 


The  number  and  types  of  food  premises  in  the  District 
are  as  f allows 


Licensed  houses  and  Clubs  71 
Catering  Establishments  42 
Food  Shops 

Butchers  Shops  11 
Bakers  and  Confectioners  12 
Fish  Shops  1 
Fried  Fish  Shops  1 
School  Kitchens  39 


LICENSED  PFEMISBS. 

One  hundred  inspections  of  licensed  premises  were 
carried  out. 

A number  of  improvements  at  licensed  premises  were 
carried  out  during  the  year  and  new  sanitary  conveniences  _¥/ere 
provided  at  one  hotel.  One  licensed  house  v/as  closed  during 
the  year. 


B/IEAT  AND  FOODS . 

The  slaughterhouse  at  Nether  Stowey  closed ^ on  13th  April 
the  firm  v/hich  had  been  slaughtering  there  transferring  their 
business  to  the  Puriton  slaughterhouse  and  there  are  now  eight 
licensed  slaughterhouses  in  the  Districts  three  of  vi^hich  are 
engaged  in  the  wholesale  trade.  Slaughtering  in  these  three 
IDremises  takes  place  on  five  days  a week  and  in  consec[uence 
a considerable  amount  of  time  has  to  be  devoted  to  meat 
inspection  particularly  at  weekends  Yv'hen  the  greatest  number  of 
animals  is  killed.  Every  effort  is  made  to  inspect  as  much 
meat  as  possible  but  as  the  ma.ximum  kill  in  each  of  the 
vYholesale  slaughterhouses  takes  place  at  approximately  the 
same  time  100%  meat  inspection  is  still  impracticable. 


1 5,197  visits  were  made  in  connection  with  the  inspection 
of  meat,  giving  an  average  of  24  animals  inspected  per  visit. 

There  v/as  a considerable  increase  in  the  number  of 
animals  killed  compared  with  the  previous  year,  the  number  of 
carcases  inspected  totalling  28,569  an  increase  of  4jll6  on 
1959  and  5,062  on  1958.  The  number  of  cattle  inspected 
increased  by  approximately  300?  calves  by  2,200,  sheep  by  2,500, 
but  pigs  decrea.sed  by  1,000,  The  numb e is  of  the  different  kinds 
of  animals  inspected  were  as  follows;- 

Beasts  1,264 

Cov/s  308 

Calves  11,341 

Sheep  10,485 

Pigs  3,171 

The  condition  of  all  the  slaughterhouses  in  the  District 
v/as  carefully  considered  in  relation  to  The  Slaughterhouses  Aco,| 
1958  and  the  associated  Regulations.  None  of  the  existing  i 

slaughterhouses  comply  v/ith  all  the  recpuirements  of  the  I 

Construction  Regulations,  and  consequently  occupiers  of  _ a 

slaughterhouses  v/ere  notified  of  works  required  to  bring  their  a 
premises  up  to  the  required  standards.  In  July  a meeting  was  ■ 
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MEAT  MB  FOODS  (Cont.) 


held  to  discuss  the  implications  of  the  Act  and  Regulations, 
and  at  this  meeting  all  interested  persons  and  associated 
trade  organisations  were  represented. 

In  October  the  Council  submitted  their  Report  to 
the  Minister  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Pood,  vi/hich 
indicated  that  it  was  expected  that  six  of  the  eight 
slaughterhouses  would  be  improved  so  that  they  would  comply 
with  all  the  requirements  of  the  Construction  Regulations 
by  30th  September  196I.  The  other  tv/o  slaughterhouses  were 
considered  to  be  not  readily  adaptable,  and  the  owners  v/ere 
not  prepared  to  meet  the  very  considerable  expense  involved 
in  carrying  out  the  required  extensions  and  improvements  to 
meet  the  new  standards  having  regard  to  the  nature  and 
requirements  of  their  business. 

Approximately  7 tons  of  meat  were  condemned  during 
the  year,  details  of  vvhich  are  as  follo¥/s:- 


Beasts. 


Carcases  and  organs 

Heads  and  tongues 

Livers 

Lungs 

Hearts 

Beef 


2 

7 

93 

4 

1 

415  lbs. 


Cov/s. 

Carcases  suid  organs 

Heads  and  tongues 

Livers 

Lungs 

Kidneys 

Beef 


12 

4 
87 

6 

5 

1,317  lbs. 


Calves, 

Carcases  and  organs 

Livers 

Lungs 

Kidneys 

Veal 


53 

2 

5 

2C 

33  Ihs. 


Sheep. 

Carcases  and  organs 

Livers 

Lungs 

Plucks 

Kidneys 

Mutton 


50 

196 

29 

19 

1 

161  lbs. 


Pigs. 

Carcases  and  organs 

Heads  and  tongues 

Livers 

Lungs 

Kidneys 

Plucks 

Pork 


36 

68 

62 

74 

8 

26 

3C8  lbs. 


ether  foods. 

2 tins  Luncheon  Meat 
2 tins  Ham 


2 2< 


f 


Carcases  and  offal  inspected  and  condemned  in  whole  or 
in  part  during  the  year:- 


Cattle 

exc. 

cows 

1 

Cows  1 

Calves  ! 

Sheep  j 

and 

Lambs 

! 

i 

Pigs  |; 

Horses 

Number  inspected 

1,264 

’ j' 

308  ! 

- i 

11,341  i 

10,485 

1 

5,171  i 

- 

All  diseases  except 

Tuberculosis  - whole  ! 

carcases  condemned 

2 

i 

12  1 

1 

! 

53 

1 

50! 

L 

36 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

113 

j 

111  : 

29 

258j 

180  1 

- 

% of  the  number  inspected 
affected  with  disease  other 
than  Tuberculosis  and 

Cysticerci 

! 

i 

9.1 

1 

39.9 

.7 

' ” I 

2.9 

i 

4.2  j 

- ; 

Tuberculosis  only  - 
lliOLE  carcases  condemned 

- 

- 1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  'was  condemned 

j 1 

1 

- 

- 

i 

61 

! - 

% of  the  number  inspected 
affected  v/ith  tuberculosis 

.1 

i 

- 

- 

1,  2 

! 1 

j 

Cys t i cercosis 

CtJrca’ses  oflvhich  some  part 
or  organ  vwas  condemned 

6 

_ 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Carcases  submitted  to  treeitmenl: 
by  refrigeration 

6 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Generalised  and  total  condemnec 

! 

1 - 

- 

- 

- 

- 

i 

Condemned  meat  is  normally  disposed  of  to  manufacturers  of 
animal  feeding  stuffs  and  fertilisers  vi^here  it  is  processed  and 
sterilised  hy  steam  under  pressure^ 
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There  are  nine  preraises  registered  under  Section  l6 
of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955  fot  the  manufacture  of 
sausages,  or  potted,  pressed,  pickled  and  preserved  foods. 


Mine  AND  DAIRIDS. 

The  number  of  retail  purveyors  of  milk  on  the 
register  is  8 and  11  visits  were  made  for  the  inspection  of 
dairies  during  the  yearo 


ICE  CREAM. 


The  number  of  premises  registered  for  the  storage 
and  sale  of  ice  cream  at  the  end  of  the  year  was  88,  and 
two  premises  were  also  registered  for  the  manufacture  of 
ice  cream.  Each  of  these  manufacturers  produced  ice  cream 
by  the  "cold  mix"  method,  followed  by  boiling  the  product. 

Twenty  four  samples  were  taken  during  the  year,  the 
results  being  as  follows: - 

18  samples  were  placed  in  Provisional  Frade  1. 

6 samples  were  placed  in  Provisional  Grade  2. 

A totr.l  of  37  visits  were  made  in  connection  vi/ith 
the  manufacture,  storage  and  sale  of  ice  cream. 


KNACKERS  YARD. 

The  knackers  yard  at  Dunball  is  being  maintained  in 
very  good  condition  and  v/as  visited  on  3 occasions  during  the 
year. 


MOVEABLE  DWELLINGS. 


. 195  visits  were  made  during  the  year  in  connection 
with  moveable  dvirellings. 

There  are  fourteen  camping  sites  in  the  district, 
all  of  which  are  small.  In  addition  there  are  forty  caravans 
on  individual  sites. 

The  camping  site  at  West onzoyland  and  one  of  the  sites 
at  Cannington  were  considerably  improved  during  the  year,  new 
toilet  blocks  with  drainage  connections  to  the  sewer  being 
provided  in  each  case. 

In  view  of  the  coming  into  operation  of  the 
Caravan  Sites  and  Control  of  Development  Act,  I960,  a survey 
of  all  camping  sites  and  individual  caravans  was  made  and 
a report  was  presented  on  the  existing  conditions  'with  an 
indication  of  the  works  required  before  a site  licence  could 
be  granted,  having  regard  to  the  Model  Standards  specified 
by  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government. 
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INPECTIQTJg  DISEASES. 


Six  disinfections  were  carried  out  during  the 
year;,  a total  of  37  visits  "being  made  in  connection  with 
infectious  diseases. 


VERMINOUS  PPEMISES . 

Tv/elve  treatments  for  the  destruction  of  vermin 
were  carried  out  during  the  year;  a total  of  20  visits 
were  made  in  connection  with  verminous  premises. 

In  the  autumn  a considera"ble  number  of  complaints 
in  regard  to  the  presence  of  flies  in  enormous  numbers  in 
roof  spaces  was  received  and  advice  was  given  as  to  the 
best  methods  of  extermination. 


RODENT  DESTR'JGTION. 


Eight  visits  vi^ere  made  in  connection  with  rodent 
infestation  in  addition  to  those  made  by  the  Rodent 
Operative. 
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SUMMARY  OP  VISITS 


Water  Supply 

107 

Knackers  Yard 

3 

Moveable  Dwellings 

195 

Factories 

88 

Bakehouses 

26 

Shops 

163 

Rodent  Infestation 

8 

R^is  cel  lane  ous  Sanitary  Visits 

24 

Nuisances 

279 

New  Work 

184 

Housing  Inspections  (Slum  Clearance) 

277 

Housing  repairs 

552 

Miscellaneous  Housing  Visits 

6 

Overcrowding 

14 

Housing  (PoP.)  Acts 

9 

Infectious  Diseases 

37 

Verminous  Premises 

20 

Inspection  of  Meat 

1,197 

Dairies 

11 

Ice  cream 

37 

Licensed  premises 

100 

Smoke  observations 

7 

Improvement  Grants 

85 

Refuse  Disposal 

8 

School  Kitchens 

57 

Drains  tested 

134 

Pood  Hygiene 

429 

Miscellaneous  Pood 

43 

Waste  Pood  Boiling  Plants 

8 

TOTiAL  4,108 


I am,  Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and 
Oentlemen, 

Your  oDedient  Servamt, 
P.A.  MAILS, 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector. 
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